ISS Enrichment Project: Outline of Research Paper

Introduction

· State the problem (original research question).

· Give some background, drawing on literature.

Literature review

· Describe previous studies on role models in sport.

· Use thematic analysis from Blog to structure the section.

· Note that previous studies have said it is possible to ‘compartmentalise’ bad behaviour in role models, but not the age at which the ability develops. This is the new substantive problem (state new question).
· Use Kohlberg’s work to suggest a solution to this new problem (i.e. he suggests young people move into stage 3 – from pre-conventional to conventional – around teenage years).

· State hypotheses (see Blog).

Method

· Design – cross-sectional survey design.

· Sample.

· Data collection tool (questionnaire development).

· Data analysis (expected answers vs actual answers).

Results

· Display main results in table and also in charts, especially to compare % of ‘conventional’ answers in each age group.

· Describe the main findings (refer back to hypotheses for structure).

Discussion

· Interpret the main findings (refer back to tables and charts).

· Refer back to hypotheses for structure.

· Explain what has been found that is: a) new; and b) similar to previous research.

· Suggest to what extent we have answered the main research questions.
Conclusion

· Make a short, sharp statement of the main findings.

· Explain what limitations there were to the research (i.e. what aspects of the study might have caused us to doubt the results).

· Offer suggestions for future research (new questions, ideas for overcoming limitations).

